
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 
Annual Meeting 

January 24, 2016 

 

A. Opening Prayer 

B. Call to Order 

C. Attendance/Sign-in sheet shared 

D. Minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting 

E. Elections: 

a. Vestry  

b. Wardens 

c. Treasurer 

d. Diocesan Convention Delegates 

e. Gratitude for those who served. 

F. Annual reports from groups, committees and officers as presented in Annual Meeting Report. 

These will not be presented otherwise. If you have questions, please ask at this time. 

G. Presentation of the 2016 Budget by Barry Vaill & Paul Beaudette. 

H. Warden’s Address 

I. Report of Priest-in-Charge 

J. Closing prayer. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE 2015 ANNUAL MEETING 
of 

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 
 

January 25, 2015 
 
Opening Prayer offered by Fr. Dan 

Called To Order at 10:37 AM 

The Minutes of the 1-26-2014 Annual Meeting were presented.   

Motion by Aggie Bellevue and Second by Susan Trask to accept the minutes.  Passed. 

Election of Clerk and Vestry:  Mark Kirk and Mary Lou Rider were nominated for Vestry and Barbara Rooth was 
nominated for Clerk.   

Motion by George Sheats and Seconded by Rhonda Vickerson to approve the full slate of nominees.  Passed. 

The outgoing members from Vestry; Calvin Dube and Peggy Getchell , as well as Betty Ann Thomas as Clerk, were 
thanked for their service and presented with small gifts for their service. 

Reports:  The Outreach Report was missing from the packet and will be put on the Church website.  Joyce Baker 
highlighted the Outreach Committees accomplishments. 

Woody Trask spoke on the behalf of the Stewardship Committee.  He spoke of there being 20% less pledges this 
year but also 40% of the pledges were increased this year.  He indicated we may have to dip into the endowment 
fund this year. 

Evelyn Ehrenfried spoke on the Pastoral Care Committee.  We have returned to having a service at Schooner 
Estates since we have now have 7 people from St Michaels who live there.  She also thanked Elizabeth Lowe for 
her assistance in helping on the Pastoral Care Committee. 

Mary Lou Rider spoke about the Fr. John Scott Memorial Scholarship.  Anyone from the parish is welcome to apply. 

A question was raised as to the status of the lift/elevator for the Undercroft.  It would require a capital campaign 
at this point to raise the funds needed. 

2015 Budget:  Barry Vale reviewed last year’s budget and highlighted the 2015 budget.  Income was down last 
year.  Barry asked everyone to consider St. Michaels in their estate planning.  The cost of natural gas has 
skyrocketed.  The investments are going very well and we hope the market continues to improve.  Paul Beaudette 
spoke about the decision to cut back on Spring Cleaning as well as the Church Cleaning.  If anyone can spare a little 
time to help with this, it would be a great help. 

Wardens Report:  Paul Beaudette spoke of Evelyn and his weekly meetings with Fr. Dan.  They are following the 
Parish and Diocesan Goals in all their decisions for the betterment of the St. Michaels Family. 

Priest In Charge Report:  Fr. Dan spoke on how we are making great strides to becoming a community for one 
another.  He and Paul and others have been reaching out to the local neighborhood and making connections with 
both church communities and individuals.  He thanked Paul and Evelyn for their tireless work to make St. Michael’s 
the wonderful place that it is.  They were given a round of applause. 

Closing Prayer was delivered by Fr. Dan. 

Motion to Adjourn was made by George Sheats and Seconded by Linda Rolfe.  Meeting was adjourned at 11:13 
AM. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Chris Bellevue 
 
 



 
Altar Flowers: 
 
 
Thank you to all who made contributions for flowers for the altar in 2015.  It helps create a 
welcoming environment for everyone.   I would like to invite people to consider making a 
donation for altar flowers in the coming year. They can be in remembrance of a loved one, 
in celebration of a special occasion, or just to help beautify our sanctuary. Just fill out an 
envelope, and sign up for a Sunday on the flower calendar located in the hallway.  Put the 
envelope in the collection plate.  During summer months, if you have flowers from your 
garden you would be willing to bring in, just call the office and we can make arrangements 
to receive them. 
 
Our Easter lilies in 2015 were purchased from Skillins Greenhouse in Gray. Other Easter 
plants, as well as altar flowers throughout the year were purchased around the Auburn 
area in order to maximize the number of items I can purchase. 
 
Whiting Farms reopened this year, so happily I was able to purchase our poinsettias there 
again, at a very reasonable price. 
 
If you have any questions or suggestions for altar flowers, please let me know. We prefer 
not to use artificial flowers whenever possible. 
 
Submitted by Melanie Lee 
  (207-577-7295) 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Annual Report of St. Michael’s Altar Guild 

2015 

“Hands and hearts given in service to the greater glory of God.” 

 

The Altar Guild ministry involves preparing the altar and worship space for services, including 

Sunday morning liturgy, Wednesday morning liturgy, Holy Week services, baptisms, weddings, 

and funerals. 

It is a quiet ministry with a focus on details.  We prepare the altar before services and clean the 

altar after services, care for sacred vessels and linens, hang the correct paraments for the 

current liturgical season and have the vestments ready for the priest to wear each service.  Our 

work also includes polishing the brass and silver, refilling and replacing candles, dusting and 

vacuuming the altar area and washing and ironing the many linens used each week. 

We say a special thank you to Melanie Lee, who continues to order and arrange the flowers and 

greens for Sunday service and other special days.  Your dedication and quiet work behind the 

scenes is most appreciated.  Please pay attention to her annual report, as she has outlined how 

best to get your flower requests to her. 

Another special thank you goes out to our “port elves”.  These are individuals who have made 

the commitment to ensure that we have all the elements that we need to celebrate the 

Eucharist every Sunday. 

As the old adage goes, “many hands make light work.”  The Altar Guild is always seeking new 

volunteers.  If you are interested in learning more about this quiet, behind the scenes ministry, 

please see me.  We welcome all who seek to honor and serve the Lord, by helping to create and 

maintain the space where we all gather to worship together. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janet Kazar, acting Chair 

 
 
 
 



CELL TO STREET COMMUNITY OUTREACH 2015 

 

 

 

In 2015 we had ten newly released inmates join our group. 

We received a donation of $500.00 from a family of a former inmate.  This money 

was used to provide emergency food, work clothes, boots, medication, household 

items, and transportation to the VA in Togus.  Some of the money was also used 

to provide lodging at the Bass Motel in Auburn were many inmates stay after 

their release. 

We received an anonymous gift of 10 handcrafted wool scarves from Albany, NY.  

They had heard about our ministry from a family who currently has a son in a 

Maine prison. 

On August 15,  we held a summer BBQ at the church and had 50 people attend.  

The above donated scarves were given out at that time. 

On December 12, we put on a Christmas dinner with 30 people attending. 

We also heard from two women at the Maine Correctional Center in Windham, 

looking for referrals for Portland housing and for in-house drug rehab. 

In 2016 a Social Support Group has been formed for all former inmates in the 

area.  They will meet twice a month. 

 

Submitted by: 

Calvin Dube 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Choir Report, January 2015 

 

The adult choir continues to provide music to support and enhance worship each Sunday. In 

addition we supplied music for some occasional services, such as Easter Vigil. Our small but 

faithful crew includes Sheryl Whitmore, Cynthia DeSoi, and Woody and Susan Trask. The choir 

performs music from a variety of sources: our hymnal (which is a very rich resource), Lift Every 

Voice (music of African-American tradition), Taizé (spiritual chants) and Wonder Love and 

Praise, an addendum to the Episcopal hymnal. The choir rehearses Sunday mornings at 8:45. 

Anyone with a little musical knowledge and an enthusiasm for singing is welcome to join! 

We have begun to experiment with providing music for contemplative services, basically 

following the Taizé format. Our ensemble for this service has included Melanie Lee (harp), 

Jonathan Whitmore (recorder), Woody Trask (guitar), and Susan Trask (vocals).  

Joyful Noise is our lively children’s choir, which meets most Sundays at 8:15 in the basement. 

Currently we have 13 children, ranging from 4 to 13 years of age. We sing a wide variety of 

music, often using American Sign Language motions to support the singing. Our rehearsals are a 

fun mix of singing, music instruction, dancing, clapping, marching, and playing musical games. 

We often experiment with tone bells and rhythm instruments, and regularly use them when we 

perform. Joyful Noise performs during most Family Sunday services. All children four years old 

and older are welcome to join us! 

Submitted by Susan Trask 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Episcopal Church Women 
of St. Michael's Church, Auburn, Maine 

 
2015 Annual Report 

 

St. Michael's Episcopal Church Women (ECW) continues their mission and ministry with 

outreach projects, church and community activates. This wonderful group of women is growing 

in support with all our projects and activates. 

Our meetings are only part business, but the main object of our growth is to hear the experiences 

and knowledge of people who are gracious enough to give us their time and speak of their love 

and ministry. 

 The following were our guest speakers: 

January:  Caroline Sheets gave her talk on her mission to Florida working for the Timothy 

Initiative.  

February:  Patty MacKinnon presented her Safe Water Dolls projects. A slide show and an 

overview of her project was given. She then showed us what needed to be done to make the dolls 

for her project.   

May:  Robert MacDonald speaking on Cambodia 

October: Klara Tammany spoke about Sophia's House, Workshops to be held November 12 - 15 

on Love Heals with Becca Stevens from Women of Thistle Farms, and the Wisdom Women 

Project. 

Outreach: 

 Androscoggin Hospice   $200.00 
 Safe Voices    $100.00 
 Wisdom Women   $120.00 
 United Methodist Church  $  75.00 
 Free the Kids    $300.00 
 Sunday School Outing   $  81.00 
 Lewiston High School   $100.00 
 Thanksgiving Baskets   $  75.00 
 Gift cards for needy   $  50.00 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Mary Lou Rider 
Secretary/Treasurer  

We also helped with Shrove Tuesday 

Supper, reception for Men's Singing 

Group, made Easter Baskets for Safe 

Voices and gave Christmas presents 

to needy families at Safe Voices. 



Local OutReach 2016 Report 
 
Our year began with “Souper Bowl” Sunday for February and March.  I believe we collected over 125 
cans of soups, stews and vegetables.  The wagon was over flowing. 
 
In May we gathered 2 large boxes of breakfast and lunch items for the High Street Food Pantry.  We also 
were able to give them a check for $33.00. 
 
June we gave High Street Church a check for $35.00 along with toilet paper and more cereal items. 
 
July and August we began collecting school supplies for Franklin Alternative High School.  As always 
items were forthcoming from the parish.   Van and I delivered these items in September and were meet 
with much appreciation, especially for pencils which they had ordered but had not yet received. We also 
gave them 15 – 20 boxes of cereal and pop tarts.   In August we gave a check for $70.00 to the Center 
for Wisdom Women.   
 
In September we did a Pasta theme for the High Street Food Pantry and again the red wagon was over 
flowing.   
 
October was Pet Month.  A huge cart, full of pet items, was delivered to the Androscoggin Human 
Society on Strawberry Avenue along with a check for $50.00. 
 
November we were able to fill three Thanksgiving Baskets with the help of a Girl Scout troop plus all the 
food collected from the parish.  One of the baskets went to Lewiston High School.  We received a very 
nice “thank you” note from Mary, Meg and Jamie.  A young lady named Autumn, also wrote her own 
“thank you” note for our donations to “The Store Next Door at Lewiston High School. 
 
December the ladies of our church provided over 49 pairs of mittens, plus scarfs and hats for the High 
Street Food Pantry.  When Klara came to speak in December, we sent her away with a few Christmas 
baskets and homemade goodies from our bake sale. 
 
Money wise, 2015 was not a very good year for local Out Reach.  However, we did receive a generous 
$200 donation anonymously.  With it, we were able to give a check for $70.00 to the Center for Wisdom 
Women as mentioned above, $50.00 to the Human Society and $45.00 to Franklin School. 
 
In order to raise money for Local Outreach, I sold Rada items (took orders) and ordered a box of knives 
in sleeves to be sold at $5.00 each.  (I still have 9 left if anyone would like to purchase any.) 
 
During November we were given $75.00 as a onetime donation from ECW.  Thank you very much.  
After the ECW Christmas Fair I had a few baskets left that I sold to raise money.  The week before 
Christmas we had a bake sale and made $124.00.   
 
If I have left anyone out, I apologize and thank you all from the bottom of my heart.  I know everyone I 
was able to talk with are very appreciative for all you gave them. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Joyce Baker, Chair 



St. Michael’s Church 
Father John Scott Scholarship 

 
Committee members: Mary Lou Rider, George Sheets, Janet Steeves, Sheryl Whitmore, and 
Michael Lacombe 

It is the goal of the Father John Scott Scholarship to raise $1000.00 each year. This money is put 
towards the award of a scholarship to an active member of St. Michael’s church who is 
furthering their education. The scholarship is available to both youth and adults.  

Moneys were obtained from bake sales and donations. Many people in the parish remembered 
the scholarship fund when they made donations in loved ones names when the loved one 
departed. We are still continuing our major fund raiser prints, donated by Father Gary Price.   

Jennifer Lacombe was awarded the Father John Scott Scholarship in 2014 but the money was 
not paid out till this year. Caroline Sheats was awards the Scholarship for 2015.  

The Income for 2015 was $987.57 and $1000.00 was paid out.  

Interest/Dividends earned from investments (Norway Savings Bank)  $358.57 

Income received:  

 

  2/8/15    Bake Sale  $ 145.00 

  3/8/15    Bake Sale  $ 189.00 

  3/29/15  Bake Sale  $     4.00 

  4/5/15    Bake Sale   $ 191.00 

  4/12/15  Donation  $    50.00 

  11/29/15   Print   $    50.00 

 Total Received:   $629.00 

Expenses: 

  1/12/15   Ck #1466   Jennifer Lacombe 
  6/21/15   Ck#1047    Betty Ann Sheats (for daughter) 
  

 Total spent:  $1,000.00 

 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Mary Lou Rider 
Chair  



STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT - 2015 
 
 

As most of you know, 2015 was a challenging year financially for St. Michael’s Parish.  However, 
due to careful spending and hard work by the Vestry, Fr. Dan, the Finance Committee, our 
Treasurer and our congregation, we survived the year with a reduced reliance on the Parish’s 
Investment Account.    
 
For the 2016 Stewardship Campaign the Committee met with Ms. Lisa Meader-Turnbull, 
Stewardship Consultant with the national church.  She introduced us to several new and 
creative approaches for our recent campaign.    
 
Based on her advice and Committee discussions, we decided to take a more individual 
approach, focusing more on what St. Michael’s Parish means to each of us, on why we give and 
not on how much we give.  We chose to stress that by pledging, each of us makes a personal 
commitment to God, to the Parish and to ourselves as members of the body of Christ here at St. 
Michael’s. 
 
We had great participation by Fr. Dan, members of the Vestry and the Committee.  But even 
more importantly, we had members of the congregation volunteer to give witness to what they 
have received as members of St. Michael’s.  Each of these talks helped us to focus on how much 
we have to be thankful for here. 
 
Below is a brief summary of what was accomplished during the 2016 Campaign. 
 
2015 
 44 pledges       Totaling:   $65,201 
 
2016                                 
 45 pledges      Totaling:   $75,624  
 
 
In spite of the loss of several members and contributors over this past year, the 2016 pledges 
represent a net increase of one pledging unit and slightly over a 10% increase in the pledged 
amount.  The Committee is very proud of all who participated in this effort and wants to 
express our sincere thanks to the congregation and all involved in this campaign. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
Mark Kirk 
Chair 

 



St. Michael's Sunday School  

Report for Annual Meeting 2016 

 

St. Michael's Church Sunday School program involves Joyful Noise, Godly Play and Snack/Craft sessions.  
 
Susan Trask is in charge of Joyful Noise (Children's Choir) 
 
Laurie Frumiento is in charge of Godly Play.  Godly Play is our current curriculum for our Sunday school 
program. Godly Play is a creative and imaginative approach presented in a non-coercive way to 
encourage children to move deeper in their belief and faith.  Godly Play provides a chance for the 
children to wonder about things with an open-ended response time. It also provides a way of preparing 
children to join in the worship and life of our congregation as they develop a deeper understanding of 
stories, symbols and rites.  Godly Play has been developed in the United States by Dr. Jerome Berryman. 
Parents rotate in bringing snack for our students. We encourage healthy snacks.  
 
Mary Lou Rider is in charge of our craft section of our Sunday School.  We try to have a theme to what 
we are making either religious or current holiday.  Some of the projects that the children enjoyed doing 
were: making candy snowmen dishes, painting Christmas ornaments, painting ornaments, making cards 
for different occasions for parishioners, making different decorations for each holiday. 
As you all know, we lost a family this year that had three children.  We did gain a new family that has 
two children but only one is old enough for Sunday School.  We currently have 15 children who attend 
the program regularly.  

Respectfully submitted by: 

Mary Lou Rider 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



2015 Annual Treasurer’s Report 

Church Operations   (1st page of The Income and Expense Statement) 

The Income and Expenses are shown that in effect it takes to keep our church doors open. The Vestry 

pays close attention to this information each month in particular to where the church is financially to 

the operating budget. If necessary, changes are made based on what is actually happening. It is a critical 

financial tool. Here is what happened in 2015: 

1.  Pledge Income is the most important source of revenue for St. Michaels. It represents about 82% of 

our income. The total pledge income received was on target for the year, however it was $7,000.00 less 

than what came in during 2014.  

2.  Non-Pledge income was less than the annual budget by $1,200.00. The income comes from members 

who do not pledge and/or visitors to the church. This line item is difficult to establish a budget since we 

have no way of knowing what or when funds are coming in. That is why “pledging” by members is so 

important for financial planning purposes. If you haven’t made a pledge for 2016, I would encourage all 

St. Michaels member to make that financial commitment and pledge. 

3.  Loose Plate income is “cash” that is put in the plate on Sundays. It also was way off vs. the annual 

budget ($860.00, -50%). 

4. Collections for Easter and Christmas were strong and helped the income side of the operating 

statement. 

5.  The total Operating Income was off by about $1,000.00 vs. the budget. Considering where we were at 

the end of the 3rd quarter, we were encouraged by what came in during the 4th quarter in particular with 

members catching up with their 2015 pledges. 

5.  Payroll Expenses were slightly more than the budget. The variance was a realignment of the pay 

periods by the Diocese (who processes the payroll) from 24 pay periods to 26. This resulted in an extra 

pay period in 2015 at year end. 

6.  The Building Expenses were significantly more than last year. Snow Plowing was up by 43% over 

2014. The big jump in expenses was our Natural Gas costs. At the start of 2014, we were paying a 

budget of $200.00 a month, in March 2014 Unitil told us that their meter setting was wrong and the 

budget went to almost $400.00 per month for 2014-2015. In April 2015, we were told that even at 

$390.00 per month that we had used an extra $3,000.00 and they wanted that money immediately and 

the budget then went to $570.00 a month for 2015-2016. We took a hard look at what we were paying 

vs. a switch to propane. After an analysis, we had Nason Mechanical Systems change the boiler to 

propane and the had Dead River fill the new 1000 tank with propane at $1.01 per gallon which is 

significantly less than what we were paying for natural gas. This move should save money coupled with 

watching the thermostats which have been replaced. 



7. Our Administrative expenses were about $1,000.00 more than budget. The Office 

Supplies/Newsletters amounted to most of the increase. 

8.  The Operating deficit for 2015 was at $6,626.04. None of us likes to see a negative operating number. 

With that in mind, The Stewardship Committee launched a significant campaign to increase the pledge 

income for 2016. The goal was met which means that we will have a positive operating net income 

budget for 2016. 

 

Restricted Income and Expenses 

These categories represent funds which are donated for a number of categories and purposes 

(Outreach, Scholarship, Flowers and Memorials are examples). It also includes costs of major projects 

not included in the operating budget. 

 

Investment Activity 

We use Norway Savings Bank to manage our investments. The Dividend/Interest earned for 2015 was 

very strong and met budget expectations. The market swings in 2015 were significant which led to a 

valuation drop of about 3%. The Finance Committee made a decision several years ago to take a 

conservative approach in balancing the investments. More emphasis was placed on investments that 

were conservative and will produce good dividends/interest earnings. This has been meeting our 

objectives. 

 

Barry Vaill, Church Treasurer 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wardens Report 
 

 
In the last 4 years, St. Michael’s has been through a lot of changes, much as we did in the previous 4 
years. When we look back at this in ten, twenty or thirty years, what will we say about it?  
 
Will we be able to say we worked hard to make St. Michael’s what it is today or will we ask what could 
we have done differently? Will we be happy with the result of our vision or will we wonder why our 
spiritual home has diminished? These are important questions that we need to be able to answer about 
our future, but answer today. It is our ability to look backwards from the future that will help us develop 
the spirituality for our children.  
 
It is with these thoughts in mind that the vestry guides us to the future. The vestry is tasked with 
maintaining the status quo like paying bills, keeping the roof from leaking, overseeing our giving to help 
others and many more of the day to day things that are visible to us.  But these aren’t our most 
important tasks. The vestry needs to focus on how we interact with each other, how we care for each 
other and how we have opportunities to pray every day, all week long, the whole year. This is the 
hardest thing to stay focused on. The nuts and bolts of building maintenance, craft fairs, fundraisers are 
actually easier. We tend to gravitate to our comfort zones and forget about the real reason we gather.  
 
At the beginning of each vestry meeting, we go around and “log in” with our personal stories. We take 
about 1-2 minutes each to say what is going on in our personal lives, why we need prayer or what we 
are grateful for. It is a practice that Fr. Jim began when he was here. It is a chance to say what is on our 
minds. We recommend to the new vestry that they adopt a new opening practice based on logging in. 
Spend more time and either read a passage from the bible or from a chosen book and talk about it as a 
vestry. The idea is to help vestry dive deeper into what brings us all together as a community of people 
who worship.   
 
 Why do we come to church on Sundays?  Why do we want our children to go to Godly Play? 
 What benefit is there in the children being in the Joyful Noise Choir?  
 What do we get from the communion table?  
 
The answers to these questions lie in all of you. Take a look at where we’ll be in ten years, whether you 
are still here or watching from somewhere else. Then talk to your vestry about what we can do today to 
get there tomorrow.  
 
As we depart as wardens and usher in a new team of vestry, we are grateful for all of your support, your 
prayers and your dedication to St. Michael’s Episcopal Church of Auburn, Maine. God Bless us all.  
 
Your Co-wardens, 
 
 
 Paul Beaudette & Evelyn Ehrenfried 
 
 
 
January 24, 2016  
 



Annual Report from Priest in Charge      
 
Dearly Beloved of St. Michael’s, 
 
We’ve had a year of breadth and depth in worship. We undertook a Mutual Study of Ministry.  
We hosted events for parishioners and visitors, at the parish and beyond.    I could continue 
noting our engagements and pastoral care- and urge you to do so in the reports of other 
groups.  Representative moments come to mind. At a lunch after a service in June, we said 
goodbye to the Dillon family who were departing for Matt’s native Australia.  Every member of 
the family had given to, and received from, St. Michael’s in life changing ways.  That occasion 
stands for many times we come to the altar for thanksgiving and healing.  On a Sunday in 
September, our adult and children choirs re-joined us for worship, which included receiving 
Communion outside under the spreading maple tree, near our new sign, in the front yard of the 
church.  Encircled, we passed bread and wine.  Anyone passing by would say, there is the 
church.   

Our most significant ongoing event was the six month Mutual Study of Ministry conducted with 
the guidance of a consultant from the diocese. Members of the vestry interviewed thirty 
parishioners carefully chosen to be representative of the range of parish ages, locations, and 
points of view.  The five page report guided our discussion and direction from January through 
September.  We had three parish forums to discuss especially the last two pages: Major 
Themes, and Observations and Conclusions.  The report said a significant majority supported a 
unified single service that gathered our community today and acknowledged that many also 
missed having a second earlier service that was part of past tradition.    The report will continue 
to guide our mission in the year ahead. 

On a warm August 4th afternoon, eight parishioners gathered in the parish hall with Lisa 
Meeder-Turnbull to consider our stewardship of resources, mission, and annual campaign for 
St. Michael’s.   We emerged with new leadership dedicated to communicating our mission, and 
supporting the Body of Christ present in and reaching out from St. Michael’s.  I urge you to note 
the further reflections of the committee, and give thanks for the parish response.  

We began a mid-week service of Evening Prayer, accompanied by our wonderful musicians, a 
Celtic ensemble drawn from our choir. In our day of digitized dial-ups, and switching from one 
info screen to another, what a welcome centering time.  May the season of Lent become a time 
more of us discover the resources of mid-week prayer together.  

I, personally, and we, together, have been enormously blessed by the leadership of our retiring 
wardens- Paul Beaudette and Evelyn Ehrenfried.  

They have- with diligence and care, patience and boldness, good humor and serious endeavor- 
led us into a new sense of unity and wellbeing.  As they step aside, but by no means away!, I 
realize the blessings they have shared, including the graceful opening of the way to our new 
wardens.  

Yours in Christ, 

Dan+ 


